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Experience Grace, Faith & Victory

The Foundation for a Successful Marriage: Agape (The God-kind of Love)

Love: Our Number One Priority in Marriage

1 Peter 4:8

Above all things have intense and unfailing love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins
[forgives and disregards the offenses of others].

Colossians 3:14
And above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness.

Jude 21
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

John 13:34

13 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love
one another.

1John 4:7

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God.

Equipped to Succeed: As a Christian You Possess “Agape”

Romans 5:5

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us.

Galatians 5:22-26

But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence within accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness),
peace, patience (an even temper, forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness,
Gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, continence). Against such things there is no
law [mthat can bring a charge].

And those who belong to Christ Jesus (the Messiah) have crucified the flesh (the godless human nature)
with its passions and appetites and desires.

If we live by the [Holy] Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. [If by the Holy Spirit E'we have our life in God,
let us go forward ®walking in line, our conduct controlled by the Spirit.]

Let us not become vainglorious and self-conceited, competitive and challenging and provoking and
irritating to one another, envying and being jealous of one another.



True Love Takes Action

1John 3:18
18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

Colossians 3:14
14 And above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8

4 Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy; is not
boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily. It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with
pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God’s love in us) does not insist
on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes
no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered wrong]. It does not rejoice at injustice
and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and truth prevail. Love bears up under anything and
everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all
circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening]. Love never fails [never fades out or
becomes obsolete or comes to an end].

Be a Giver... Not a Taker

Galatians 5:13-16

For you, brethren, were [indeed] called to freedom; only [do not let your] freedom be an incentive to your
flesh and an opportunity or excuse [for selfishness], but through love you should serve one another.

For the whole Law [concerning human relationships] is complied with in the one precept, You shall love
your neighbor as [you do] yourself.

But if you bite and devour one another [in partisan strife], be careful that you [and your whole fellowship]
are not consumed by one another.

But | say, walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit [responsive to and controlled and guided by the
Spirit]; then you will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh (of human nature without
God).

Colossians 3:18-19

Wives, be subject to your husbands [subordinate and adapt yourselves to them], as is right and fitting and
your proper duty in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives [be affectionate and sympathetic with them] and
do not be harsh or bitter or resentful toward them.

Ephesians 5:21-33

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

Wives, be subject (be submissive and adapt yourselves) to your own husbands as [a service] to the Lord.
For the husband is head of the wife as Christ is the Head of the church, Himself the Savior of [His] body. As the church
is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, So that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the Word, That He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such things [that she might be holy and faultless]. Even so husbands should love their wives as
[being in a sense] their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself. For no man ever hated his
own flesh, but nourishes and carefully protects and cherishes it, as Christ does the church, Because we are
members (parts) of His body. For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is very great, but | speak concerning [the relation of] Christ and
the church. However, let each man of you [without exception] love his wife as [being in a sense] his very
own self; and let the wife see that she respects and reverences her husband [that she notices him,
regards him, honors him, prefers him, venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises
him, and loves and admires him exceedingly].



